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SPECIAL 


Summer of Resistance round-up 


The 'Summer of Resistance - 2001' has seen large 
demonstrations throughout Europe with resistance 
on issues that cross borders and affect us all. 


With every major summit and 
international meeting of the 
powerful elite new coalitions of 
grass roots campaigners have 
come together to oppose 
capitalism and globalisation 
and draw attention to a diverse 
range of issues from 
environment to immigration. 
Adding it all together there's 
been an impressive list of 
counter conferences, 
workshops, reports, meetings, 
rallies, marches, actions, stunts 
and pickets - new alliances 
formed, tactics learned, skills 
shared, approaches and 
solutions discussed. 

It has been an inspiring few 
months. It has also been a 
saddening and very serious few 
months, with increasing 
oppression and an escalating 
level of state violence which 
peaked in Genoa. 

At each of these events 
Indymedia volunteers have 
been in the middle of the 
action reporting direct from the 
streets. Temporary offices have 
been created all over Europe 
from those based in buildings 
to others in vans and buses, as 
hundreds of media activists 
have reported on events. Cyber 
cafes have been set up, films 
have been made and shown, 
news in print form distributed, 
while photo and other evidence 
gathered by IMC volunteers 


have helped in several 
important legal cases. Internet 
radio projects (some 
rebroadcast over FM) have kept 
people across the world in 
touch with events live as they 
happen while the various IMC 
websites have strained under 
the weight of reporting 
material uploaded and the 
huge number of visitors 
logging on. 

Through all of this 
Indymedia was worked with a 
range of alternative, radical and 
independent media groups, 
telling the truth and acting to 
counter some of the lies and 
propaganda churned out by 
Europe's corporate media. 

What follows is a short 
summary of the Summer of 
Resistance in Europe. Material 
has been taken from the wealth 
of documents, testimonies, 
interviews, photos and films 
uploaded by IMC volunteers 
and individuals to a range of 
Indymedia websites. It offers 
only a glimpse of what really 
happened and seeks to 
highlight some of the 
important strands of discussion 
that have developed. The one 
thing that's sure after this 
summer is that the broad anti¬ 
capitalist / anti-globalisation 
movement is still growing, and 
will continue to gather 
momentum. 



European police forces show a common agenda in repressing social movements 


BONN - CLIMATE CHANGE 


Take the weather with you 

Resistance spread to Bonn, Germany, where the United Nations 
met to resume climate negotiations between the 16-27 July 

The UN aim to ratify the Kyoto protocol, a pledge to reduce C02-emissions 
(the biggest global warming gas) by 5.2% by 2012. Agreement is unlikely, 
since Bush (funded by Esso) is determined to kill the Kyoto deal and, in any 
case, this pledge is meaningless, since the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change say that CO2 reductions of at least 60%, and more like 
90%, are necessary to prevent further planetary damage. 

Actions in Bonn were not just to protest, but also to inform and motivate 
the public on this vital issue. Action days, training camps, raft and Ark- 
building protests, beach parties, bike rides, street parties and climate vigils 
were all present. 

19 July A reclaim the streets action “The Road belongs To Us - Beach 
Party” was dramatically turned into a road blockade by activists from the 
Rising Tide Network and other groups. Demanding that their twelve-point 
manifesto be read out in the COP 6.5 conference halls, over 100 activists 
from the 500 strong parade locked arms around a central ring of people 
chained together for what turned into a four-hour blockade of a main street 
in Bonn. Whilst some police used excessive force against blockaders and 
the IMC, in general the situation was very calm and focused. The people 
blockading the street were strong and determined at all times, with a 
jubilant crowd of dancing activists and samba band supporting them on the 
other side of the police line. The activists called on environmental NGOs to 
return to a position of environmental integrity, walk out 
of the climate talks, and join the people on the streets. Continued on Page 2 



Indymedia is an open network of information produced by groups and individuals, that address's the bias of main 


stream media. To report on actions in your own words 
visit the publish section of the IMC UK website at: 


www.indymedia.org.uk 
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Uk activists link issues of ecology with social change. 


Continued from front page 

Friends of the Earth offered some 
support and worked to persuade the 
UN to contact the police to ask that 
the protesters not be arrested. 
Reports are that NGOs mistakenly 
took the protesters demands to be 
an outright rejection of the Kyoto 
Protocol and feared connection with 
such a critical voice. However, this 
was a misreading of the protesters 
demands. Only days earlier Pronk, 
the President of the climate talks, 
had said to the Dutch bike tour that 
he wanted to “listen to people” and 
have information and updates from 
“the outside” whilst he was “locked 
in the conference for 2 weeks”. 
However, Pronk and the UN failed 
to deliver on their public 
commitment to freedom of speech 
and democratic decision-making. 
Over a period of nearly an hour the 
police forcibly removed and 
detained 123 people to stop the 
blockade and allow the city traffic to 
resume ‘business as usual’. This 
was the largest direct action at the 
climate talks since COPi in Berlin 
1995. n and Vigils in Solidarity 
with Genoa 

20 July; 150 people met at the 
Italian consulate in Cologne to 
express their pity and anger, 
because of the killed demonstrant 
in Genoa! They walked to 
Neumarkt, but after a short distance 
the police stopped them and circled 
them for at least one hour. 

21 July; This morning 11am the 
political performer Kurt Jotter 


(Bureau for uncommon measures) 
presented to a good amount of 
journalists, George W. Bush sinking 
in the floods. This was 
unfortunately only as a life-size 
paperboard, surrounded by ten US- 
flags and a banner saying “God save 
the US” and smaller: “and the rest 
of the world”. Later a group of 25 
activists from the Climate Camp in 
Bonn, angry at the death of a fellow 
activist in Genoa staged a 
demonstration and vigil in the heart 
of Bonn. The activists marched 
through the city to restaurants 
where it was believed that delegates 
from the Climate Conference were 
having dinner and displayed 
banners reading “Genoa: Capitalism 
Kills Again” and addressed 
onlookers with a loudhailer. The 
group, which had now grown to 30 
plus then marched into the central 


square where they held a vigil on a 
stage that had earlier been used for 
a UN Children’s Concert. As the 
groups moved off, it was believed 
that the manager of the nearby 
McDonalds nearby alerted the 
police. Such a demonstration is 
illegal without police permission in 
Germany and soon 5 vans of police 
had attempted to box the activists in 
down the narrow streets. The 
activists negotiated with the police 
and continued the march around 
town before returning to the camp. 
Many activists wore a black 
armband as a mark of sorrow and 
solidarity with the Genoa activists. “ 

22 J uly: Today at 4am, activists 
rejected a compromise climate deal 
from the top of a 50m crane outside 
the conference centre on 
Godesberger Allee. They were 


suspended from the crane and 
unfurling banners demanding 
“60% -80% CO2 reductions here 
and now”. One of the activists 
stated “The deal has no 
environmental integrity. Delegates 
have forgotten that this is a treaty 
for the future of humanity - it is not 
a political game.” Another activist 
added, “This deal goes nowhere in 
challenging the root causes of 
climate change - the dependency on 
fossil fuels and ever-increasing 
corporate power. This is all a 
distraction from the larger, more 
fundamental issues.” 

27 July: 4 activists entered the UN- 
conference building, and sat on a 
beam above the lobby hall, for 
around 45 minutes, surrounded by 
press. They read out the 12 
principles demanded for climate 
change by the activists, the 4 
activists came to an agreement with 
the UN security that they would 
come down on the condition that 
they could proceed to the media 
room and speak to any journalists 
who were interested in hearing the 
reasons why they had been forced 
to take such drastic measures for 
dissenting voices to be heard within 
the proceedings. However they were 
lead directly outside to a waiting van 
of very edgy riot cops, had plastic 
cuffs put on them and were made 
to sit in stifling heat in the van until 
one of the protesters passed out.The 
youths told UN Security Guards 
they were from an organisation 
known as Rising Tide!! 

See local actions on back page 


SALZBURG 


WEF wipe-out 

A series of action days against the 
European summit of the World Economic 
Forum was held in Salzburg Austria at the 
end of June. This followed demonstrations 
in Davos and Melbourne in what has been 
a long running anti-WEF campaign. 

The World Economic Forum meetings are a 
gathering of the richest most powerful business 
leaders and politicians. Their annual meetings in 
Salzburg mostly pass without notice. This year, for 
the first time in Austria, a coalition of radical 
groups, civil rights networks and NGO’s came 
together to protest against the fact that a small 
number of ultra-rich WEF-delegates are 
discussing measures and making decisions that 
affect the rest of the world behind closed doors 
and fences, and to draw attention to the issues 
involved. The protests were also against the 
Haider led fascist Austrian government. 

In the closing days of June the small town of 
Salzburg, famous for both Mozart and the film 


The Sound of Music, became a militarised zone. 
Over 100 road blocks and check points were 
erected across the town as thousands of police 
from around the country arrived. The streets were 
filled with speeding police convoys and almost 
everywhere police stopped people, questioned 
them, examined passports (recording the details) 
and conducted searches. Several Indymedia 
reporters were arrested on the streets, punched 
and kicked and had their footage destroyed by 
police. Severe border checks were in place and 
some demonstrators were denied entry and a 
small number were deported. 

Demonstrators continued to arrive in Salzburg. 
An Infopoint building near to the main train 
station was set up to coordinate arrivals and 
provide a meeting space. ATTAC held a counter 
conference nearby which was attended by several 
hundred people, press conferences were held, 
creative groups like the NoBorder publix theatre 
caravan staged publicity stunts around the town 
and small spontaneous illegal marches were held 
in the days before the main protest on Saturday 
1st July. In fact all marches and protests were 
declared illegal in Salzburg, except for a single 
permitted rally outside the train station on 
Saturday, which itself was only officially allowed 



Shaken not stirred - police prepare for a special mission 


for a few hours. 

Amidst an atmosphere of increasing tension, 
partly boosted by the right wing corporate media's 
demonisation of protesters and the recent police 
shooting of demonstrators in Gothenburg, around 
2000 protesters made up of a huge number of 
diverse groups and individuals gathered in the 
square outside of the train station. With music 
blaring from the stage PA and surveillance 
officers filming the scene people dismantled the 
police crowd barriers that had encircled the inner 
square and erected banners as large numbers of 
military looking riot police followed groups that 
were parading around the outside of the square. 
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GOTEBORG - EU SUMMIT 


Bullets crack the EU veneer 

Police resort to firearms against protesters at the EU Summit in Goteborg 


During the first six months of 2001, Sweden acted as 
chairman of the European Union. The period culminated in 
a summit in Goteborg, Sweden's second biggest city, 
during June 14th-16th. Thousands of politicians, 
bureaucrats, lobbyist's journalists and photographers from 
all over Europe attended the meeting, as did George W. 
Bush. As a response to this, actions and seminars were 
planned for the three days by many groups on a wide 
range of issues. Through their actions, activists want to 
symbolise how we, the people, are being excluded from 
the areas where the important decisions, affecting us all, 
are taken. They express a widespread feeling that our so 
called representatives don't raise our concerns about 
Fortress Europe - the motorways being built, the emerging 
police superstate, the growing power of transnational 
corporations, the militarisation of the EU and so on. 

The first day of protests saw pre-emptive strikes by 
police, who blocked and later attacked the activist 
convergence centre and arrested hundreds of people. Most 
were still detained in buses and police cells by Thursday 
night. Actions focused on the presence of W Bush, and 
ranged from a mooning at the terminal of Nils Eriksson 
airport to a concentration against death penalty. Police 
repeatedly charged protesters and arrested those who 
tried to escape the police encirclements (like the section 
60 tactic used in the UK by British police). Meanwhile, the 
Swedish borders were virtually closed as whole busloads 
of people were arrested upon entering Swedish territory. 

15 J une: Large groups of protesters tried to reach the 
conference centre and clashed with police, resulting in 
large-scale confrontations and property damage in 
Gothenburg's major shopping area. At a Reclaim the City 
party in the evening, police fired 15 live rounds at 
demonstrators after they had attacked the protest and 
were pushed back by protesters. Despite mainstream 
media claims of police self-defence, the video evidence 


shows that at least some of the shots were targeted shots 
aimed at particular protesters from a distance, in a 
situation where there was no immediate threat to police 
officers. Three protesters were seriously injured, one of 
them, Hannes Westberg, was in critical condition after he 
was shot in the stomach. The problem in Gotenburg was 
that the police had only two means of confrontation, 
batons or live bullets. The use of Water Canons and other 
alternate interim measures of dispersing crowds had not 
been utilised by Swedish police since the 60s. The police 
were not prepared for the numbers converging to protest. 

16 J une: 25 000 people joined the demonstration "For 
Another Europe", one of the biggest radical 
demonstrations in Swedish history. 

17 J une: The early morning saw the police repression 
continue against the protesters still on the streets. Armed 
police carrying semi-automatic rifles with laser sights, 
forced 200 to 300 unarmed people, including a breast 
feeding mother, to lay down outside the Shillerska School 
(convergence centre) for one hour or more. 

Other protesters that were on buses were surrounded 
by the police, they were made to leave the buses and 
pushed them together into a corner. The commanding 
police officers then left the area and riot police started to 
intimidate and provoke them. Despite the long time they 
were provoked the people stayed calm and they were 
then released and went on their way. 

18 J une: A very tense calm returned to the streets of 
Goteborg. An unconfirmed number of protesters were 
detained by the Swedish police. Fear grew about the 
health of the protester shot by the Swedish police. His 
condition was still critical after having undergone a 
second operation. Meanwhile a blackout of official 
information about his real condition continued. 


After the protests 

A global call went gone out for immediate solidarity 
protests outside Swedish embassies after the 
unexpected ferocity and violence of the police in 
Gothenburg. Actions took place in many places in 
Europe, for example Germany, Helsinki and Holland. 

Paul Robinson was also present at the EU 
demonstration in Gotenburg. He was arrested on the 
15th June and charged with violent riot and sentenced 
to 1 year imprisonment. He has always denied the 
charges. The arresting police officer in court stated 
that Paul threw stones over arm, hen witnessed him 
running away. Video footage contradicts this. Every 
other officer says they did not see Paul act violently. 

He expecting a re-trial between the 25th and 26th 
September. Anyone who wants to send him a card or 
message in solidarity, the address is: 

Paul Robinson 1090, Goteberg Polis Headquarters 
(Polis Huset), Box 429,40126 Goteberg, Sweden. 

After the protests Hannes Westberg is facing criminal 
charges due to the strong evidence against him, he has 
since been sentenced to 6 months in prison. He is 
going to be prosecuted for more things later 
on.Whether the cops will be charged is being 
investigated. Quote from a translated letter written by 
Hannes August 3, 2001: 

"Comradely greetings to all freedom loving people all 
over the world! My name is Hannes Westberg, better 
known as the nineteen-year-old who got shot in the 
chest during the Reclaim the Streets party in 
Gothenburg on Friday, June 15. Knowing that a lot of 
people were worried, I just wanted to tell you all that 
I've been out of the hospital for three weeks - although 
with a kidney and a spleen less, but expecting a full 
recovery! / would also like to use this opportunity to 
thank everybody who has supported me and my family - 
there is a lot of us who see through the media's 
fabricated" 

"Thank you and thank you again - together we are 
strong! Let us now make sure that Carlo Giuliani, who 
wasn't as lucky as / was, hasn't died in vain! Love and 
strength, continue the struggle! /Hannes Westberg." 


Later there were speakers from the Rifondazione 
Communista, the Socialist Youth, a representative 
of the Womenlesbiansgirls-centre of Vienna, the 
Green Party of Salzburg, as well as the chairman 
of Austria's Communist Party. 

Half way through the rally the autonomous 
section of the crowd led a breakaway out of the 
square which was quickly followed by the majority 
of the demonstrators. Rushing down a side street 
with huge cheers the police were taken by 
surprise. The crowd at various points evaded 
police attempts to block its progress, pushing 
through police hastily trying to form lines and 
sometimes running at full speed, heading towards 
the conference centre. 

While the crowd was being very confrontational 
it was not being violent, but this did not stop two 
police officers placing their hands on their guns 
while screaming at protesters they'd just knocked 
to the ground. At several points the crowd reached 
the final roadblocked streets in front of the centre, 
but after much cat and mouse through the streets 
and several standoffs some small clashes began to 
occur as the police became more desperate to 
contain the crowd. In one incident which was 
recorded by an Indymedia video reporter a riot 
policeman was seen to throttle one protector with 


a batton while others held him down until he 
almost lost consciousness and began to spasm. 

At around 1730 hrs over 900 people were 
forcefully blocked in on both sides of a street by 
large numbers of riot police in a repeat of the 
'section 60' containment. The crowd was held for 
over five and a half hours, the police periodically 
battoning and snatching people at the front of 
their lines. The crowd tried to keep spirits up with 
chanting, singing and dancing, and luckily 
residents opened up their doors to provide a 
source of water on what was a very hot summers 
day - some even hung a hastily made bed sheet 
banner out of their window saying "let them go!". 

After much solidarity and a good deal of fear 
(police had originally announced people would 
only be allowed to leave one by one, be searched, 
photographed, have their passports checked and 
recorded and have to pay a fine, or if the crowd did 
not comply they would disperse them from both 
ends at the same time!), people were finally 
allowed out in groups of about 6-8. Linking arms 
in small groups they had to walk through a long 
tunnel of riot police under floodlights with some 
being pulled out and taken away into the darkness. 
The main body of the protesters waited on the 
other side, regrouped and under heavy escort and 


still chanting, marched to the train station where 
the afternoon had started, many returning home 
on trains. The containment and 'processing' was a 
surprise to the Austrians who had never 
experienced such tactics before. Members of the 
public had gathered through the early evening 
chanting at police to let the protesters out and the 
use of the tactic split local politicians. Austrian 
activists said that while officials from Salzburg had 
ordered people to be released, the police in charge 
were from Vienna and were out to take revenge for 
previous protests. 

The following day protests continued but on a 
much smaller scale with street theatre, meetings, 
talks, and a small streetparty in front of the 
infopoint building. The police threatened more 
violence often turning up to events in large 
numbers but did not engage further. Harassment 
on the street was initially stepped up with more 
severe stop and searches and passport checks, but 
within a couple of days the town of Salzburg 
returned to relative normality with the removal of 
the many roadblocks and check points and the 
departure of the police reinforcements. Many older 
locals commented that the extreme policing and 
security clampdown was akin reminiscent of the 
situation there in World War II. 
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BORDER CAMPS 


Blurring the 
Borders 



Arrest of the PublixTheatreCaravan on their way from Genoa to Frankfurt bordercamp 


In four anti-racist border camps, 
activists from all over Europe demanded 
"free and unlimited immigration". In 
Spain, Poland, Slovenia and Germany, 
they discussed the ELI border regime and 
experimented with creative interventions 
in these highly controlled landscapes. 

August 29th. Frankfurt airport is inaccessible. 
Fraport, the private company running the 
airport, allowed only ticket-holders in - those 
who merely wanted to pick up friends or family 
had no access. This was the only way Fraport 
could prevent the participants of the Frankfurt 
bordercamp from demonstrating inside the 
airport - since bordercampers and rucksack- 
tourists are not easily distinguished. As a result, 
travellers had plenty of time to discuss “Free 
movement for everyone”. They were entertained 
by a classical music concert organised by the 
bordercamp, and get increasingly pissed off with 
Fraport. The media reported not so much about 
left wing extremists, but about the 
inconvenience caused by Fraport, the ioooo 
migrants who are deported from Frankfurt 
airport every year, and the fact that one deportee 
has already been killed while he was being 
forcefully deported on a Lufthansa aircraft. 

No Border No Nation 

This action from the bordercamp at Frankfurt 
Airport, Germany, is typical for the tactical 
interventions bordercampers are using. A 
cheeky mix of creativity and protest, they exploit 
the contradictions of the border regime. 
Bordercamps are open spaces for political, 
cultural and media activities, for local and 
international anti-racists and immigrants to 
converge and exchange experiences. More than 
2000 people took part in this summer’s chain of 
bordercamps. They took place at the edges of 
growing fortress Europe in Rrynky 
(Poland/Belorus) and Petisovici 
(Slovenia/Croatia/Hungary), in Tarifa 
(Spain/Africa) and at the internal border of 


Frankfurt airport (Germany/Everywhere else). 
The G8 protests in Genoa were linked through a 
day of immigration, which resonated in the UK 
in an attempt to set up a bordercamp at the 
internal border at Campsfield detention centre. 
All these localities are in the grip of the border 
regime: Tight immigration laws, technology 
enforced border controls, detention of 
immigrants, stop-and search. By illegalising and 
criminalising immigrants and refugees at 
external and internal borders, the EU states 
ensure their control of the circulation of cheap 
and flexible labour - while they are celebrating 
the free circulation of goods. In the summer of 
resistance, many activists had their own 
experiences with the border regime - the 
German activists who were not allowed to leave 
the country during the G8 protests in Genoa and 
the UK activists who were not allowed to enter 
Italy are just two examples. 

"A Fair of Political Engineers" 

“No one is illegal” is the radical answer to this 
regime, and also the name of the German anti¬ 
racist network which started experimenting with 
bordercamps in 1998. The idea is to spend some 
days where the walls of fortress Europe are most 
tangible, learning about and visualising the 
border regime, discussing it’s implications and 
challenging it. The physical presence of an anti¬ 
racist camp-site in itself functions as an 


intervention into the border regime. This is 
reinforced by a wide range of actions from 
cultural events to direct action and 
communication guerrilla, from demonstrations 
and blockades to performances and exhibitions. 

The communication process extends beyond 
individual bordercamps and feeds into the 
European noborder network, which is 
coordinating the flow of information and ideas. 
Media technology is a crucial synergetic feature: 
Events are reported in print, video, and 
webpages. On June 7th, an internet-stream of 
images, audio and video symbolically connected 
three bordercamps and the Womble’s action at 
Campsfield detention centre. This year, the 
bordercamps were further integrated with each 
other and the global protests through a number 
of Caravans, mobile media units. 

An activist from the Tarifa bordercamp 
describes the concept as “a political tool but also 
an expression of multiplicity: a market of 
conspirators, who exchange experiences to fight 
the empire; a fair of political engineers, who 
exchange formulas to build political machines; 
but also a pagan celebration.” 

Info 

www.noborder.org 

www.deportation-alliance.com 

www.closecampsfield.co.uk 

www.mrnice.wombles.org.uk 


BORDER CAMPS 


After the bordercamps 

The European noborder network suggests 
a day of immigration on October 14th, 
actions in Austria and Germany are in 
the pipeline. For next year, activists 
propose a European bordercamp and an 
international refugee conference in 
Strassbourg, the location of the central 
immigration database. 

In the UK, the Wombles will continue 
to see migration as a major issue. The 
London-based NoBorder group calls for 
an exploration into the possibility of a 
bordercamp in the UK. 


Tarifa (Spain/Africa) - a 
market of conspirators 

Most African migrants arrive in Europe 
via the Straits of Gibraltar in "pateras", 
little wooden boats. Tarifa is the first 
European town they find, only 13 km 
away from Africa. A local network is 
supporting migrants to make their way 
into Europe. In Tarifa's beaches, you can 
easily find shoes or clothes from the 
migrants who risk their lives to get here: 
more than 1500 have died already. 

About 300 people participated in a 
bordercamp organised by the Spanish 


network "ninguna es illegal". Workshops 
included self-organisation, civil 
disobedience, gender and globalisation. 
Actions, performances and exhibitions 
pointed out the dramatic situation in this 
highly policed area. 300 people from 
Marokko arrived during the camp and 
where brought to a detention centre by 
the Guardia Civil. 

Earlier this year, anti-racists and 
immigrants had started a massive fight 
for papers. After the bordercamp, they 
are continuing the coordination of their 
growing network. 


Petisovici, Slovenia 

As a potential new member state, 
Slovenia is forced by the EU to tighten 
their border regime to fit in with 
European standards. About 100 people 
participated in a camp at this border- 
ridden landscape, where it’s obvious that 
borders are not naturally fixed. They set 
up their own Info-Checkpoint at the 
border. A carnival procession marched 
through the surrounding communities. A 
demonstration in front of detention 
prison in Ljubljana included a 
performance of the 
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Newswire 


Local 


ANL Protest prevented by police 

On 11 and 12 August, a coalition of anti-nazis and local 
people attempted to protest peacefully against a British 
National Party 'festival' in rural Wales. These protesters 
were prevented from entering the BNP site by the Police, 
and informed that, under sections of the Public Order Act 
and Criminal Justice Act, they would not be allowed to 
proceed, and would be detained and searched to "prevent 
disorder". 

The peaceful protesters were escorted by police to 
Gorsedd Stones in Welshpool, 11 miles from the BNP 
site, where there were speeches from Anti Nazi League 
members and Plaid Cymru assembly member, Helen 
Jones. Some protesters had been arrested for daubing an 
anti-nazi slogan on the approach road, www.anl.org.uk 

Smokey Bears Picnic 

Hundreds of people gathered on Southsea Common on 
Sunday 12 August for the 8th Annual Portsmouth 
Smokey Bears Picnic. The aim of the picnic was to lobby 
for a change in the law relating to medical, recreational 
and industrial use of cannabis hemp. The day was a 
success with over 300 in attendance and a wedding 
between cannabis legalisation campaigners took place. 
However, later in the day a scuffle broke out due to 
excessive police intervention. The wedding party was 
broken up with the groom being led away to a police van 
- other demonstrators surrounded the police officers and 
de-arrested him. 

Video footage available from Undercurrents - 07973 
298359 Photographs from Simon Chapman - 07889 


747916 More info from www.smokeybearspicnic.com 
Eye witness reports from www.indymedia.org.uk 
contact: bear@hotpotmail.com 

Liverpool refugees on hunger strike 

An estimated 50 asylum seekers have been on hunger 
strike since Thursday 26 July. At 11.30am on Thursday 
morning, asylum seekers and immigration detainees 
being held in Walton Prison, Liverpool refused to take 
their midday meal and notified outside supporters that 
they had begun a hunger strike against their intolerable 
imprisonment. There have also been protests inside 
Haslar and Lindholme prisons which are housing a total 
of more than 200 asylum seekers. 

National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Campaigns 
(NCADC) http://www.ncadc.org.uk/ 

Anarchitects re-dress the ad industry 

After a campaign of internet activity, graffiti and masked- 
up leafleting, protesters succeeded in getting a clothes 
shop to change tack on its ad campaign. Boxfresh, a 
Covent Garden clothes store, had been trying to fuse 
their brand with the Zapatista struggle in Mexico by 
using Zapatista images on grafitti around London, tagged 
with the Zapa phrase 'We are You' and the Boxfresh 
logo. 

Space Hijackers, a group of anarchitect' protesters, 
dressed up Zapatista style and flyered customers visiting 
the Boxfresh store, until the company heads admitted: 
"You caught us with our pants down and we realise we 
were wrong." They agreed to donate profits from their 


Zapatista merchandise to the cause; to install a computer 
with Zapatista sites instore; to stop using the the shop 
logo on the Zapa ads, and to carry leaflets instore, 
properly explaining the Zapatista story. 

Space Hijackers: www.spacehijackers.co.uk 
<http://www.spacehijackers.co.uk/ 

Protest against BP 

On the 7th Aug at the Royal Opera House in London's 
Covent Garden, a performance of Swan Lake saw an 
addition to the decor as a "bye-bye planet' banner" was 
held aloft in a low-key protest of British Petrolumn by 
Reclaim the Streets. Flyers handed out to the receptive 
public exposed the lies behind BP's 'green' rebranding. 
They plan to extract more not less oil over the next 5 
years and are complicit in human rights abuses in 
Colombia. 

Reclain the Streets: www.rts.org 

Genoa solidarity day 

August 20th, was earmarked as the Global Day of 
Action, to highlight the Italian police repression and 
protest at the brutal treatment of those arrested and 
detained. A day to show the Italian government the 
disgust and disapproval of a global community at the 
brutal and unwarranted attacks on many protesters and 
alt. media that gathered at Genoa in July to protest 
against the G8. During the G8 protest. Carlo Guillain, a 
young protector was shot dead, the Global Social Fourm 
horrifically raided and many left on the street in critical 
conditions. Many legal issues regarding police brutality 
remain unresolved. 

Local actions took place in London, Manchester and 
Bristol outside their local Italian Embassies. 


(¥) 


Newswire 


International 


Global Day of Actions mark 
anniversary of G8 protests 

On August 20 concerned anti-corporate 
activists around the world held marches, 
vigils and other demonstrations to mark 
the first month anniversary of the death 
of activist Carlo Giuliani during July's G8 
protests in Genoa. There were an 
estimated 250 actions taking place in 
cities around the world including Dublin, 
Washington, New York, Rome, Genova, 
Zurich, Vienna and Stuttgart, activists 
wished to keep focus on those still in jail, 
as well as on human rights violations by 
the Italian police. Though members of the 
PublixTheatre Caravan have been 
released, with charges still pending, 
there are currently a few demonstrators 
of still in jail in Genoa. Plans are being 
made for a march in Genoa on October 20 
to mark the three month anniversary of 
protests against the G8 Summit. 
www.genoaresistance.org/ 
www.italy.indymedia.org 

Prison Industry Conference 
draws criticism in Philli 

August 15: This week's convention of the 
American Correctional Association, the 
United States' most powerful body of 
prison industry policymakers and 
corporations that profit from the 
increasing privatisation of prisons, is the 
target of substantial criticism from 


community members who believe there 
must be alternatives to the nation's penal 
system. There are presently over two 
million Americans incarcerated - the 
largest prison population of any nation, 
costing approximately $40 billion yearly 
to maintain - and over six million, on 
parole or on probation. The prison 
population is disproportionally composed 
of members of minority groups, and 
nearly two-thirds are there for non-violent 
offenses, primarily due to the "Drug War" 
and efforts to criminalize sex work. 
Activists in Philadelphia are facing the 
ACA's yearly meeting, calling into 
question, with a counter-convention and a 
series of street demonstrations, the basis 
of a "prison-industrial complex." Activists 
are asking whether corporations such as 
Wackenhut and Abbot Laboratories should 
profit from incarceration This echoes the 
call of social movements around the 
world to halt IMF imposed privatization of 
government institutions. 
www.philly.indymedia.org 

Ecuadorian general strike 
highlights Neoliberalism 

On August 8-9, Ecuadorian activists 
converged on the capital Quito, the port 
city of Guayaquil, and Esmeraldas in the 
West, using a diversity of tactics such as 
blockading roads and marching in front of 
government buildings in order to voice 


their opposition to several of the Noboa 
regime's policies. Activists expressed 
opposition to the government's IMF- 
backed structural adjustment, its bailout 
of the corrupt banking sector, privatization 
of the electrical sector, "restructuring" of 
the social security system, the decision to 
allow the building of a new oil pipeline 
despite the opposition of local 
communities and environmentalists, 
impoverishment of the population, the 
government's cooperation with the US- 
backed "Plan Colombia", the dollarisation 
of the Ecuadorian economy, neglect of 
native peoples, and the US military 
presence in Manta. This mass-mobilization 
follows weeks of civil disobedience 
actions, protest marches, and work 
stoppages across this small Andean 
country of 13-million people that has seen 
doctors, teachers, farmers, natives, 
environmentalists, leftists, labour unions, 
students, women, the retired, the poor 
and the oppressed sectors of the country 
march to press their various demands 
against the government. On July 28, as 
police attempted to disperse a doctors 
march, the security forces fired tear-gas 
near a maternity ward claiming the lives 
of 2 infants. Last February four unarmed 
native protesters were gunned down 
while staging a roadblock during a nation¬ 
wide mobilization aimed at bringing down 
prices for fuel and transportation.These 
actions culminated in the convening of a 
National People's Assembly of Ecuador on 
August 18, 2001 in Quito. 


Argentinian Workers strike 
in response to budget cuts 

The Argentine Government announced its 
new austerity budget at the end of July, 
in order to be able to continue to pay its 
foreign debt. Public workers and 
pensioners are to lose 13% of their 
salaries, in a plan proposed by President 
Fernando De la Rua and approved by the 
Argentine Senate on Monday. These 
measures came along with the tightening 
of the budget for the provinces, the 
shutting down of public offices and more 
severe control over tax collection. 
Thousands of demonstrators have 
convened in Buenos Aires and throughout 
the country against these new "Zero 
Deficit" laws. Thirty thousand students, 
public workers, the unemployed and other 
people participated in the massive protest 
in front of the presidential office in Plaza 
de Mayo (Buenos Aires) on August 8. 
Since 1991, Argentina's currency has 
been pegged to the US dollar, meaning 
that they have had to keep US$25 billion 
on reserve in order to prevent their 
currency from slipping. Currency 
devaluation would make it more difficult 
for Argentina to pay off its US$128 billion 
debt. Argentina is seeking billions of 
dollars of additional loans from the IMF to 
help it deal with the crisis. The austerity 
measures are meant to cut this year's 
expected US$1.5 billion national budget 
deficit. 

www.argentina.indymedia.org 

www.indymedia.org 
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OPINION 


reflections from the newswire 
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Images of resistance 

Here's a bunch of unrelated quotes and images from the IMC newswires 
uploaded throughout the SoR from the streets - hats off to those who were there 


Perhaps the goal of this cornerstone tactic of 
the new movement has been reached: the free 
trade organisations have been 'unmasked'? 


There is a script more or less written by the state and the corporate 
media for the GDAs and we are falling into predictable roles. 

We have to rewrite our futures 


I MIIIMII 

p !*■■■•*■• 

Vi £ r? 



The multitude refuses to speak with one coherent voice... one no but many Yesses 


The reality of the Global Days of Action Slowly but surely, the idea that it is possible 

connected thousands on the streets in a to resist the encroachment of these global 

moment of radicalism and possibility unaccountable institutions is resonating 



You can take the girl 
out of the protest but 
not the protest out of 
the girl 
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BARCELONA - ANTI WORLD BANK 


|SoR | 

Creativity wins the day 

Due to well organised and imaginative resistance in Catalonia, the World Bank 
cancelled their major conference in Barcelona adding fuel to the party atmosphere 


The World Bank (WB) had announced that the 
meeting would take place online instead. This not 
only represented a setback for the WB, but also a 
massive blow for the Spanish ruling conservative 
party (PP) that had invited the World Bank to 
Barcelona in an attempt to strengthen its 
international profile. Despite the cancellation, the 
local network against the summit decided to go 
ahead with the protest, and particularly the 
counter-conference and celebratory parties. 

The Campaign Against the World Bank BCN- 
2001 stated in a communique that the 
cancellation of the WB’s Conference is an 
unprecedented success of the Movement against 
capitalist globalisation. The communique also 
announced that: “the motives which had inspired 
the protests still exist,” and therefore “the 
Campaign goes ahead with its proposal that 
another world is possible.” Local actions, debates 
and conferences took place all over Catalonia and 
the rest of the Spanish State, before culminating 
in a series of events in Barcelona. 

22 June: The counter-conference on Friday 22 
and Saturday 23 was a forum of 300 different 
groups, organisations, social movements and 
many individuals, aiming at proposing, debating 
and elaborating together an alternative model to 
Globalisation, based on the subjection of the 
economy to the fundamental rights of individuals 
and communities. The Conference contemplated 
seven thematic areas: migrations, environmental 
rights, militarisation, women, social and labour 
rights, development, and democracy and 
participation. 

23 J une: Around 1,500 people participated in the 
second day of the counter-conference. Later, 
thousands gathered for a Summer Solstice Party, 
which coincided with St. John’s night (a traditional 
Catalan festival). An all nighter with live bands, 
DJ’s, performances and projections was 
complemented with the typical bonfire from the 
Catalan celebrations of St. John’s Night. In a big 
party of the social movements, thousands 
celebrated the cancellation of the World Bank’s 
meeting. 


24 June: 40,000 people demonstrated in the 
centre of Barcelona under the slogan “Another 
World is Possible, Lets Globalise the Resistance 
and Solidarity!” Towards the end of the 
demonstration, parts of the crowd were attacked 
by police. Several reports (including some 
mainstream media) stated the role of agent 
provocateurs and undercover police in provoking 
the violence. 22 people were arrested and many 
more injured in the first clashes. These followed 
into the evening as police attacked groups of 
protesters and virtually anyone who was in the 
downtown area of the city. As the Campaign’s 
public assembly was discussing further tactics 
following police brutality in the earlier 
demonstration, 15 riot vans arrived without any 
warning and dissolved the 300 people gathered 
with rubber bullets. Barricades were erected in an 
attempt to get protection from the police. Later, a 
festive Carnival with a bus sound-system re-took 
the city centre, followed by a procession by several 
hundred people to a police station where the 
arrested were held. Toward midnight some 300 
people decide to stay at La Vemeda police station 
until all were released. 

25 June: In the morning protesters left the La 
Vemeda police station after an all night vigil in 
solidarity with arrestees and an adhoc assembly 
took place at the Pla^a Universitat to decide the 
day’s actions and prisoner support. 

Later that morning a crowd started to gather 
outside the Court building for prisoner solidarity. 

In another part of the city, as part of the actions 
“La Borsa o la Vida,” several thousand people 
marched to the stock exchange around midday 
and started actions of civil disobedience, in order 
to denounce the role of the Barcelona Stock 
Exchange (la Borsa: the bag) as an institution of 
usury and as a place of concentration of large 
transnational corporations promoting the current 
globalisation model. It had been proposed to 
transform it into a welcoming place, a people’s 
building. Although a suggested “Guided Tour for 
20,000 people” did not happen due to large 
numbers of riot police guarding the building, the 
'Bolsa’ was blocked for several hours. An 


agreement was reached with the police (aprox 
2000 in number) to continue the action 
peacefully. Later, the demonstrators moved to the 
Courthouse to demand the release of all prisoners 
that were arrested during yesterday’s violent 
police attack on the demonstration. 

Late afternoon a press conference was under 
way asking for images or any evidence of police 
complicity in provoking the clashes on the 24/06. 
The Campaign BCN-2001 is considering now to 
sue the Spanish Ministry of Interior. 

Barcelona and repression since June 

During the mn-up to the protests many of the 
local, smaller squats were evicted and those 
involved were followed, harassed and monitored 
continuously by police. The repression on the 
local activist community increased dramatically 
again when Genoa came around. Whilst many 
local activists had left the city to add their voices 
in protest of the G8 and its unaccountable 
economic manipulations, one of Barcelona's 
oldest and most respected squats (in the activist 
and wider community) was forceable evicted. La 
Casa Montanya was evicted on the 19th July. 
Before a call for solidarity could go out, an early 
morning raid with large numbers of police vans 
stormed the residence firing rubber bullets at the 
occupants. One occupant had to be rushed to 
hospital as an officer shot him in the face with a 
rubber bullet resulting in a severely broken cheek 
bone and a lost eye. 

On the 28th of July, during Barcelona 
demonstrations against the police impunity in 
Genoa (G-8) and Barcelona (World Bank) there 
were actions in support of the squatting 
movement in various buildings belonging to the 
public sector, big ware houses and banks. 



The Show Bus gets the street party going 


PublixTheatreCaravan, who was later 
imprisoned for three weeks in connection 
with the G8 protests in Genoa. 

Krynki, Poland 

While advocating free trade, the ELI 
hinders the local small scale trade 
("suitcase economy") between Poland 
and Belorus by demanding the 
implementation of border enforcements. 

The bordercamp & the local 
community faced massive repression. 

The Head of Culture Palace was fired for 
cooperating. A filthy media campaign 


against the camp didn't stop the locals 
sympathetic attitude. Despite massive 
police intimidation including a ban, about 
300 activists, mainly young anarchist 
from Belorus, Ukraine, Poland, Russia, 
Finland and Germany participated. 
Generator X, a powered media unit from 
the Uk, supported the camp. They 
demonstrated in Bialystock for free 
movement and against fortress Europe. 
Police attacked bordercampers during a 
theatre performance in Krynki community 
park with water canons and batons. Four 
people were temporarily arrested. The 


next day, people enjoyed a Hyde-Park 
style party including soundsystem and a 
noborder football match. 

Frankfurt airport, Germany 

After four bordercamps at outside 
borders, the German anti-racist network 
"Kein Mensch ist illegal" moved to the 
internal border of Frankfurt airport, 
where 10000 immigrants are being 
deported yearly. 

At least 1500 people generated a 
number of actions. In a cheeky attack 
against the private company who runs 


the airport, they managed to get them to 
close it down for three days, more 
efficiently than any demonstration. 

During the "inner city day", many 
Germans in "Bankfurt" were faced with 
realistically staged controls at the 
borders between postcode areas. 

"Peanuts for the brokers" at the 
stockmarket demanded restitutions for 
forced labourers in Nazi-Germany. Pink 
and Silver partied away in the shopping 
malls. Despite restrictive laws and the 
difficulties to communicate, a number of 
immigrants took part in the bordercamp. 

Continued on back page 
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STATE STRATEGIES 


Repression, 
dirty tricks 
and violence 

This year has seen an alarming growth in the 
use of underhand tactics by world 
governments in an effort to undermine and 
destabilise the growing global anti-capitalist 
movement. 



Scenes like this were a disturbingly common occurrence in Genoa 


things you should 
know about... 


THE G8 

I The G7, or "Group of Seven," 
consists of seven large world 
economic powers. The G8 includes the 
countries below, plus Russia. 

2 G8 are not the eight most populous 
countries in the world, nor the eight 
richest, nor even the eight most 
powerful in military terms. But still the 8 
men play at running the world when 
neither China nor India is included and 
there are no representatives from South 
America and Africa. 

The G8 countries are Britain, the US, 
France, Germany, Japan, Canada, 
Italy and Russia 

4 Between 1999 and 2000, G7 aid fell 
by almost 5%. 

$1-2 billion is to be provided by 
global leaders into a health fund to 
tackle AIDS, TB and MALARIA - this is 
paid off in debt in one and half days 

6 The G8 control over 50% of the 
votes on the Boards of the 
International Monetary Fund and World 
Bank, and in effect control these 
institutions. 

7 The cost of holding the conference 
in Genoa was $200 million that's 
£140 million 

8 The 'defence' used at the 

conference consisted of: Armoured 
vans with semi-automatic weapons. 
Anti-aircraft missiles defending the 
airport. 18,000 police officers. Live 
ammunition. Six square miles of Red 
Zone with a 13ft high steel fence 
surround with barbed wire. All manhole 
covers were welded into place to 
prevent sewer access, Forty-foot high 
tarp has been erected to hide 
demonstrators from the summit. 
Truncheons, pepper spray, tear gas. 
Twelve helicopters and four 
reconnaissance aircraft. Mini¬ 
submarines and armoured personnel 
carriers 

9 Closing quote by the G8: “We are 
grateful to the citizens of Genoa for 
their hospitality, and deplore the 
violence, loss of life and mindless 
vandalism that they have had to 
endure." 

No big decisions are generally 
made at the summits. The original 
idea was to boost co-operation in fiscal, 
monetary and commercial matters, 

45% of the worlds C02 is emitted 
by the G8 countries alone 


In moves most people would associate 
with more generally accepted oppressive 
regimes in other countries the 
governments, states, police and security 
forces of the 'western world' has been 
waging a new war against campaigners. 
Others might say it's just a return to the 
bad old days like the seventies when well 
documented incidents revealed the extent 
to which various security agencies and 
governments infiltrated and illegally 
monitored a wide range of groups, 
murdered activists, planted bombs, framed 
people, and engaged in extensive 
discrediting propaganda campaigns. 

This summer's developments follow on 
from incidents like those seen last year in 
Prague, where Czech undercover police 
dressed as demonstrators were seen 
taking a leading role in smashing the 
windows of a central Macdonald's (later 
the same men were seen violently 
arresting real demonstrators). The Czech 
legal monitoring team OPH working with 
Amnesty International later publicly 
testified that the individuals in question 
were police officers. It's also worth noting 
that after the protests in Prague prisoners 
were tortured and denied rights in a 
similar way to those in Genoa, but sadly 
the majority of the corporate media chose 
not to cover the allegations. 

In Barcelona in June during the 
celebration protests against the world 
Bank meeting that was cancelled before it 
even started, the use of police agent 
provocateurs escalated. While a peaceful 
Reclaim the Streets party was underway 
in a large square, a number of men 
dressed as demonstrators at the outer 
edges of the crowd suddenly started 
fighting, some attacking other 
demonstrators. Very quickly other 
demonstrators came rushing over as the 
riot police who had been standing back 
from the crowd used the incident as an 
excuse to baton charge the crowd in what 
was obviously an orchestrated attack. 

The set up was badly executed however 
and even corporate media on the scene 
saw the same demonstrators who had 
started the fight later climbing into police 
vehicles. The incident was widely reported 


by Reuters. 

And of course there have been the 
shootings of demonstrators in both 
Gothenburg and Genoa. In Gothenburg 
several people were shot by police, one 
critically (later losing his spleen and a 
kidney) in what were most definitely not 
life threatening situations. Genoa 
escalated further with the shooting dead 
of a demonstrator, the unprecedented 
bloody attack at the GSF and Indymedia 
school buildings, indiscriminate attacks (in 
favour of arrests) on thousands of people, 
and the systematic torture of those 
arrested. Amnesty International, other 
organisations and many politicians around 
the world have called for independent 
enquiries. 

This overt brutality goes hand in hand 
with more covert and repressive tactics. 
Out of Genoa have come many tales that 
would indicate there was significant 
activity by police agent provocateurs on 
the streets, divisive infiltration, and even 
undercover police officers wearing 
corporate press bibs. There are also many 
claims that police collaborated with far 
right groups on the streets, a tactic clearly 
seen last year in Prague, and well known 
in Italy's recent past. 

All of this has occurred amidst a 
mounting climate of repression with 
European 'Schengen' agreements on the 
free movement of people suspended, 
draconian border controls, summary 
arrests, deportations and banning orders, 
militarised levels of stop and search, street 
beatings and exclusion zones. These 
measures have targeted everyone involved 
in resistance at all levels, from NGO 
officials, activists, theatre groups, 
independent media and even some 
corporate media. 

Indymedia has experienced extreme 
harassment and attack, with reporters 
targeted throughout Europe, questioned, 
arrested, deported, beaten and footage 
seized and destroyed. Corporate media too 
has played its part, with every large 
demonstration preceded by an avalanche 
of discrediting reporting. The UK however 
can claim the prize for the most extensive 
and rabid propaganda campaign seen in 


Europe this year in the two months before 
the Mayday 2001 protests, now widely 
accepted by many corporate journalists as 
a shameful period in our countries 
reporting history. At the same time 
however many corporate journalists have 
been experiencing first hand the 
repression and violence meted out to 
demonstrators and the wider phenomena 
of increasing protests has begun to 
demand serious explanation. 

As the broad anti-capitalist movement 
continues to grow it's a forgone conclusion 
that the response by those in power will be 
increasingly violent and underhand. And yet 
it seems almost everyone to return from 
Genoa has said the experience of such state 
brutality has made them more determined 
than ever to continue campaigning for a 
better world. 

In the face of this determination the 
response by EU governments has been to 
rush through in secret meetings a set of 
joint proposals which would lead to the 
surveillance of everyday political activity 
throughout Europe, with no limits or data 
protection - the creation of a European 
database of political activists, the 
legitimisation of the violations of the right 
to freedom of movement and give carte 
blanche to political police units and 
internal security agencies to target any 
political activity. Further proposals have 
also called for the creation of a Europe 
wide paramilitary riot police force, but 
Statewatch, an independent state and civil 
liberty monitoring group, believes that 
ultimately it will be a united European 
military police force from the EU armed 
forces that will be deployed on the streets. 
With large anti-capitalist protests coming 
this autumn against the IMF / World Bank 
in Washington (September), the Labour 
Party in Brighton (30th September), the 
WTO all over the world when they meet in 
Qatar (9th November) and the EU summit 
in Brussels (ll-14th December) you can 
be sure all eyes will be increasingly fixed 
on the streets. 

For more information on the EU 
proposals supported by the UK see 
Statewatch's report on "EU plans to 
criminalise protests" www.statewatch.org 
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GENOA ANALYSIS 


SoR 

Post Genoa 

After the brutal state treatment of protesters in Genoa, the Italian public must now 
question the state of civil society- with reference to fascism of the last century 


Over a month has passed since massive 
demonstrations rocked Genova in North West 
Italy where 20-year-old protester Carlo Giuliani 
was shot dead by a paramilitary police officer. 

Yet, across the country the issue is very much 
alive. In cities, towns and even sleepy villages the 
writing is on the wall: 'Carabinieri Assassini... 
Viva Carlo 1 (Cop Killers ... Long Live Carlo). 

In a cafe in Mercato Saraceno (a pleasant 
village just a few kilometres from the birth place 
of Italy's war-time fascist dictator, Benito 
Mussolini) lunchtime coffees are sipped as 
people debate the whole Genova affair: 'G-Otto' 
(G8) punctuates every sentence and it is clear 
that this powerful organisation - once protected 
from the public by its obscurity - is now part of 
the Italian vocabulary. 

With so much sustained public interest in the 
G8 and government structures in general, public 
opinion is key. For every damning piece of 
evidence laid squarely at the feet of authority the 
government has a retort. For example, the 
Interior Ministry, recently stated that the blood 
which had splattered the walls of a school in 
Genova where Carabinieri officers attacked 
sleeping protesters was, in fact, tomato ketchup. 
A crude Government attempt to discredit those 
demanding justice. However, those forces calling 
for an enquiry into police and government 
violence have found a formidable foe in the 
shape of Italian Prime Minister, Silvio 
Berlusconi. 

In mid-August a bomb exploded in Venice 
near a legal court, incredibly no one was injured. 
A letter was printed in a newspaper a few days 
later in which a dubious organisation claiming to 
represent the entire anti-globalisation movement 
accepted responsibility for the attack. Berlosconi 
- the all-smiling, smooth-talking, politically- 
dominant, media-magnate - was quick to seize 
on this opportunity: his well-groomed face 
appeared all over the media as he assured people 
that he would not tolerate violence. In the gossip 
mag 'Chi' the Italian PM is photographed 
waving from the back of a Venetian taxi with the 
headline: 'The first line (of defence) against the 


violence'. A politician well versed in the powers 
of persuasion. Picture his mirror image: a 
hideous genetically-modified beast combining 
Tony Blair and Rupert Murdoch. 

The propaganda muscle exercised by 
Berlusconi is huge: he owns several terrestrial 
TV stations a handful of radio stations and a 
collection of newspapers. His domination of the 
air waves is set to continue when he takes 
control of funding for the Italian state-owned 
RAI TV network. 

Broadcast media has a far greater political bias 
in Italy than many of its European neighbours 
and Berlusconi's tentacles exert a strong grip. As 
a friend said: "Berlosconi can almost walk into 
your home with the amount of media he owns. 
He tells people what to think - he sits down in 
your front room and puts your children on his 
knees and fills their minds with bullshit". 

Public demand for the truth 

Within this politically-charged climate the need 
for alternative underground media has never 
been greater. Despite the overwhelming odds 
groups have continued to provide fresh air in the 
stifling heat of Berlosconi Land. When 
Indymedia Italy screened an hour-long video 
update in Bologna, central Italy, 800 people 
turned up. The film was shown twice to satisfy 
demand. People from across Bologna appeared 
for the screening and were visibly sickened and 
angered by the footage which showed protesters 
being beaten they tried to shield themselves 
from truncheon-wielding cops; blood-soaked 
protesters having their head wounds stitched up 
by medic teams. "Why haven't we seen this 
before?" asked a woman in her mid-50S as her 
friend burst into tears and had to be comforted 
and led away. 

The battle for people's hearts and minds was 
being fought that night (August 20) and it felt 
like a small but defiant blow. The crowd 
applauded as news came in that the same film 
had been successfully screened in the USA, 
Ireland, the UK, Germany, Switzerland and all 
major cities in Italy. 

Mainstream media 
professionals had also come 
that evening and were 
reminded of the role that the 
alternative press had played in 
reporting many events, which 
had been largely ignored by 
mainstream outlets. Much of 
the footage - lots of it unseen 
until that point - focused on the 
Diaz School episode where 
clear video evidence showed 
police intending to harm 
protesters and crush those 
groups involved in monitoring 
and reporting on the whole 
event. 

Even hardened journalists 
were persuaded by the 
collective sight of so many 



Protesters kept a carnival atmosphere during the No-border No-Nation day 



Peaceful protesters were treated with contempt 


shocked and battered faces that baton-wielding 
cops had brutally attacked a crowd of innocent 
people. 

The knee-jerk reaction from UK politicians 
who lent their support to Berlusconi during the 
demonstrations was a farce. Clare Short, chief of 
the UK Government's Department for 
International Development, complained that the 
protesters were "undemocratic" while Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, Jack Straw, publicly 
backed the Italian police. UK politicians would 
be wise to remember the background of those 
groups currently in power in Italy: a concoction 
of right-wing parties including the Northern 
League and Berlusconi's New Force which 
demands on its website that Gay Pride be 
outlawed and that refugees be forcibly 
repatriated from Italy. 

America funds fascist party 

There are many skeletons in Italy's political 
cupboard. The US domination of post-war 
politics left a lot of uncomfortable questions 
unanswered. In order for Allied troops to get a 
foothold on Sicily in the lead up to full-scale 
invasion of the Italian hinterland in 1943, corrupt 
Sicilian Mafia bosses were released from US 
prisons to secure entry to the strategic island. 
After the war there was no real effort to convict 
known fascists for war crimes. It was left-wing 
partisans who executed Mussolini and left his 
body to hang upside-down from a lamp-post in 
Milan so that angry Italians could kick his lifeless 
corpse. Yet, most fascists escaped any kind of 
legal investigation and many retained their public 
posts. Many corrupt, fascist forces found a 
convenient outlet for their political ambitions in 
the US-funded Christian Democratic Party 
formed to stop the popular left-wing partisans - 
who had waged war on the fascist dictatorship - 
from taking electoral power. Italy is a country 
where you can still openly purchase images of 
Mussolini. A Mussolini 2002 calendar is 
currently on sale at many news-stands. 

The temperature in Italy is finally dropping as 
the summer sun begins to recede into autumn 
but politics are still simmering. Throughout 
August most people have been enjoying 
workless existence but now the holiday is over. 

As students and workers return to their posts 
many in Italy are hoping that renewed interest in 
the issues thrown up by Genova will re-surface 
with even greater vigour. The future is by no 
means certain. 
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Continued from page 7 

The boost of energy from those 10 days 
is taken further - the next action on 
October 14, European noborder day is 
already in the pipeline. 

Genoa, Italy 

A crucial feature of globalisation is 
migration. Therefore, the G8 protests 
included a day for the rights of 
immigrants on June 19th. Almost 
100000 people participated in a peaceful 
and inspirational march in solidarity with 
refugees and asylum seekers, demanding 
open borders and rejecting the 
encroaching claustrophobia of Fortress 
Europe. 

PublixtheatreCaravan 

For several weeks, the Publix Theatre 
Caravan travelled along and across 
borders: From refugee camps to 
nobordercamps and counter-summits. 

Artists, actors and experimental 
theatre activists from 6 countries staged 
performances, played music and shot 
videos. On leaving Genoa, on their way to 
the nobordercamp in Frankfurt, they were 
arrested by Italian police and held in 
prison for three weeks. Released after 
strong international support, they are 


now waiting for their trial, accused of 
vandalism and endangering public safety. 
The court acts on the assumption that the 
Publix Theatre Caravan is the core of a so 
called "black bloc". 

The bordercamps in Spain, Poland, 
Slovenia and Campsfield (UK) were 
connected through a live stream webcast 
on July 7 (www.noborder.org) 

Campsfield action 

Since the detention centre at Campsfield 
was opened 7 years ago to lock up 
asylum-seekers and migrants, the 
campaign to Close Campsfield has 
demanded it's closure. In May/July, they 
kept a protest camp going for three 
weeks. The Wombles called for another 
noborder camp to coincide with 
immigration day during the G8 protest in 
Genoa on July 19th. A week before the 
day, a media and police campaign against 
"dangerous" protesters, was in full swing. 
The small town nearby was turned into a 
Genoa-like no-go area, with massive police 
presence, closed pubs and empty streets. 
About 80 detainees were moved out of 
Campsfield. A bordercamp was not 
possible, hut protesters took to the streets 
of nearby Oxford in a solidarity march. 




■■ 








1500 people camping at the bordercamp in Frankfurt, Germany 




Local climate 
actions: 

BAA Building Occupied 

On 9 August, the offices of the British 
Airports Authority (BAA) were occupied 
by London Rising Tide to highlight the 
way the company profits from climate 
change. The action is another in what is 
becoming a movement for radical change 
to avoid climate chaos. Sam Madden, of 
London Rising Tide, said: "Aviation is the 
fastest growing source of carbon dioxide 
emissions. 'Sustainable aviation' is more 
corporate greenwash from a company 
which profits at the expense of climate 
chaos." 

BAA is planning massive expansion of 
its airports, including a controversial 5th 
terminal at Heathrow, a policy which flies 
in the face of predicted climate chaos. We 
say that economic growth is killing the 
planet and enslaving its people, and no 
amount of greenwash, sophisticated pr 
and political backhanders can alter that 
reality." www.risingtide.org.uk 

Esso HQ blockaded 

On the morning of the 24th July Esso 
(ExxonMobil) HQ, Leatherhead, Surrey 
was blockaded . Two 8m tripods were 
erected preventing any vehicles getting in, 
leaflets were distributed and staff 
encouraged to take the day off. This 
action followed on from the 11th July 
where there were more than a 100 
actions in 15 countries against Esso. Esso 
is the target of world outrage because it 
is a lead corporate in opposition to the 
Kyoto Treaty and other efforts to address 
climate change. ExxonMobil has lobbied 
extensively to discredit the Treaty. 

Global warming is bad Site: 
http://bargeldsparen.tripod.com/id59.htm 


CLIMATE 

CHANGE 

I At least six billion tons of carbon are 
being added to the atmosphere 
every year. Corporate Watch, issue 11. 

2 Corporate watch: 1870 Average 
global temperature: 14.98 OC 1961 
Average global temperature: 15.33 OC 

3 The Royal Dutch / Shell group 
comprises over 2,000 companies in 
more than 100 countries. (i) 

4 Shell is responsible for 5% of the 
world's oil and gas production (more 
than any other private company) (Royal 
Dutch / Shell, 1992, The Shell Review, 
July, ppl7-18) 

5 http://www.stopesso.com: Esso 
(known as ExxonMobil in the States) 
donated more dollars to get Bush into 
the White House than any other oil 
company. According to the Centre for 
Responsive Politics, $10 million out of 
$14m in political contributions from oil 
and gas companies to the last election 
went to Republican candidates. 

6 With 4 per cent of the world's 
population, is responsible for 25 per 
cent of the emissions of gases that 
cause the greenhouse effect 

7 C02 emissions worldwide are now 
around 12 times higher than they 
were in 1900. 


How to publish your own reports on the Indymedia UK Website: 


Step One: All you need do to start is hit 
the ’PUBLISH 1 link on the front page 
(www.indymedia.org.uk). 

Step Two: Follow the instructions on 
the Publish page (they're easy to follow) - 
you have to enter some information about 
the report you are uploading - a Title for 
your report and your name, which can be 
anything you like. There are also other 
spaces on the form for your email and 
telephone number etc, but you don’t have 
to fill them in. 

Step Three: You then just need to 
select what it is you want to publish on 
the site. 

Text: If you are submitting a text report 

offline 

THE INDYMEDIA NEWS SHEET 


then simply type straight into the part of the 
form called ’Text Stories - the article’, and 
then hit the Publish’ button at the bottom of 
tbe form - That’s it! your report will now be 
added to tbe website. 

Photographs: If you are submitting a 
photograph you need to select the picture 
from your hard drive using the ’Browse’ 
button in the Multimedia Stories' box, 
then select from the drop down menu 
what type of picture it is (either jpeg/jpg 
image or gif), and then hit the ’Publish' 
button at the bottom of the form - That's 
it! your picture will now be added to the 
website. 

Audio / Video: If you are submitting 


either an audio file or video file you need 
to select the file from your hard drive 
using the Browse’ button in the 
'Multimedia Stories’ box, then select from 
the drop down menu what type of file it 
is (either mp3 or realaudio for audio files, 
or realvideo for video), and then hit the 
’Publish’ button at the bottom of the form 
- That’s it! your sound or video clip will 
now be added to the website. 

It really is that easy! 

There are some guidelines covering what 
type of reports should be uploaded on the 
publish column, where to post 
announcements, current debates and a 
mission statement in the making... 


Offline is a monthly publication bringing the highlights of IndyMedia news back on 
to the streets, IndyMedia is a global network of news websites that encourage the 
public to report their own stories to the world uncensored. Providing background 
stories the corporate media ignores. For more information and extra copies 
please send a stamped addressed envelope to PO Box 587, London SW2 4HA 


8 Scientists say that, at this pace, sea 
levels will rise another 15 to 95 cm 
by the year 2100, which could mean the 
flooding of major cities such as 
London, New York and Bangkok, and 
30% of productive crop land. 

9 25 per cent of the world's population 
who live in industrialised 
nations consume almost 80 per cent of 
the world's energy. 


"I A The UK, with 1% of the world's 
UJ population, produces 2.3% of the 
world's C02. 

1A Emissions of greenhouse gases 
needed to be cut by 60 - 80% to 
stabilise (note: not even reduce) 
concentrations in the atmosphere 


1. Financial Times International Yearbooks, Oil and 
Gas 1993, Longman, Harlow, p227 
6. guardian: www.observer.co.uk/ 
international/story/0,6903,466615,00.html USA, 
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